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Illinois Terrorism Task ForceIllinois Terrorism Task
Force:   Overview

The Illinois Terrorism Task Force (ITTF) was
formalized by a State of  Illinois Executive Order
in May 2000 and established as a permanent entity
by a 2003 Executive Order. The ITTF serves as an
advisory body to the Governor and provides
statutory recommendations and guidance on
homeland security laws, policies, protocol, and
procedures. The ITTF also serves as the state
homeland security strategic planning and policy
body for the U.S. Department of  Homeland
Security grant programs. Administrative support to
the ITTF is provided through the
Illinois Emergency Management
Agency.

The ITTF is made up of 15
committees: Bioterrorism,
Communications, Crisis Response and
Prevention, Elected Officials,
Emergency Management, Fire Mutual
Aid, Information Technology, Law
Enforcement Mutual Aid, Private
Sector, Public Information, Science and Technology,
Training, Transportation, Urban Area, and
Volunteers and Donations/Illinois Citizen Corps
Committee. The task force represents more than
60 agencies, including federal, state, local, private
sector, and nongovernmental organizations. The
ITTF meets on a monthly basis, and the committees
meet on a monthly, bi-monthly or “as-needed” basis.

In December 2008 the ITTF membership
unanimously approved a charter to expand the
authorities provided to the homeland security
advisory body through the Governor’s 2003
Executive Order and formalize its organizational
and operational structure. The ITTF Charter, which
became effective on January 1, 2009, describes the
task force’s purpose, powers and duties, governance

structure, voting rights, and grant management and
administration responsibilities. The document also lists
the current Illinois Homeland Security Strategy,
membership, and methodology for prioritizing projects
to be supported through federal preparedness funds.
The task force continues to establish and maintain long-
term strategic solutions to the threats and realities of
terrorism and major events. At the same time, federal,
state, and local entities, their private and non-
governmental partners, and the general public
collaborate to achieve and sustain risk-based target levels

of capability to prevent, protect
against, respond to, and recover from
these incidents in order to minimize
the impact on lives, property, and the
economy. Annually, the ITTF
publishes a report to the Governor
outlining key homeland security
accomplishments and future initiatives.

Prior years’ reports can be
downloaded from the Ready

Illinois website (www.ready.illinois.gov/ittf).


